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You may have seen the 
headline in the Tampa Bay 
Times: “Vote hack took aim at 
Florida.” For those of you who 
only read headlines, you’ve 
been misled. There was no 
“vote hack.” The subheadline, 
however, is accurate:  “At least 
five elections offices received 
emails meant to compromise 
systems.”
Are we vulnerable? Of course 
we are. But vulnerability isn’t 
news to us, and it probably 
isn’t news to anyone who 
works or uses a computer. So 
let’s take a breath and look at 
what we know. 

I spent 35 years in law 
enforcement — nobody has 
to convince me that there 
are bad actors in the world. 
So knowing that, we are 
extremely vigilant. We have 
robust security measures 
in place, and in 2016 those 
measures served us well. The 
phishing email was sent to 
our office, but it didn’t land in 
any of our employees’ inboxes 
because our system caught it 
and quarantined it. We also 
share information regularly 
among elections offices. 
Back in November 2016, we 
found out right away that a 
suspicious email had been 
circulated. So it was both 
automatically quarantined 
and manually blocked from 
reaching our desktops. More 
important, the computers we 
use to do our daily work have 
absolutely no connection to 

vote tabulation. The phishing 
email was not a “vote hack.” 
We have redundancies, 
controls and back-ups in place 
for every step of our voter 
registration and elections 
process—including paper 
ballots and a manual audit 
after every election, where 
we physically count votes to 
verify the machine count. 
Learning that Russian 
intelligence attempted to 
infiltrate our computers is 
concerning, and we can’t — 
and won’t — let our guard 
down.  However, it’s also 
important to remember 
that right now the most 
significant impact of this 
phishing scheme seems to be 
in ratcheting up the level of 
fear and distrust in a system 
that our democracy depends 
on. We must vigilantly guard 
against that, as well. 

Read the top 10 reasons why your vote is safe and secure on 
our website at VoteHillsborough.org

Testing the logic and accuracy of our 
voting machines



the last word
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Now is the perfect time to check and update your information with our office so we know how to 
reach you. Visit our website to download a voter registration form and update your information 
today.

the flip side
VoteHillsborough.org

We received the 2017 Brilliance Award 
from Pitney Bowes, recognizing our 
success in managing the growing 
demand for Vote By Mail.

Earlier this month, I was honored to 
speak before a national audience at the 
Language Access for Voters Summit in 
Washington, D.C.

We’ve upgraded the Relia-Vote equipment we use to handle all our Vote By Mail requests 
in-house, adding more efficiency and automation to the process. We currently have more 
than 200,000 Vote By Mail requests for upcoming elections.

New & Improved

Honorable Mentions
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